The Bear Who Stole the Chinook
Questions for discussion, possible extension activities 

Pick and choose, or come up with your own.  I do not use all of the questions.  I do not have answers for all of them, and I let that be known to students.

1. Why do you think a culture would develop a story about a natural phenomenon? 
2. What might cause a winter when there are no Chinooks?

3. Are you familiar with stories from other cultures that include a natural phenomenon in the story line?  Provide examples.  

4. Extension: Have students find examples of stories handed down by other Indian tribes that include a natural phenomenon, natural resource, or something related to Earth Science (geology, hydrology, meteorology, astronomy, oceanography).

5.  (Show students the map of snow cover in the PowerPoint presentation)  Ask students to explain the absence of snow in the area that extends from central Montana northward into Alberta.  (Note: This area is not always free of snow.)

6.  People in every culture develop a relationship with their homeland.  What are the things that people need to get from their homeland?

7. Compare the map of the snow-free area with the map of the homeland.  Is there a correlation?  What are some possible reasons for this?

8. How would you find out more about the importance of Chinook winds to the Blackfeet and related tribes to the north prior to 1800?
9. Extension: Find out how Chinook winds impact the Blackfeet people today (positive and negative)? 
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